SILVER DOLLAR METROPOLITAN DISTRICT
6031 BLUEBELL LANE
EVERGREEN, COLORADO 80439

THI: 303-674-0936
EMAIL: MBARNES@MIHIO.COM

September 9, 2009

Mr. Russel Cox, Resident Engineer
Region 1 - Foothills Residency Center
425A Corporate Circle

Golde3n, CO 80401

Dear Mr. Cox:

This letter is to convey the Silver Dollar Metropolitan District's continued support of the
application by the Colorado Department of Transportation for a TIGER grant for the
Rivers, Roads and Recovery Project. The SDMD was formed by the casino community
of Black Hawk to improve access from the metropolitan area to the gaming districts of
Black Hawk and Central City about ten years ago and has worked closely as a partner
with CDOT toward that end since its formation.

A little more than two years ago it became apparent that the next effort would be
extending the four lane road another mile from the district. Safe and dependable access
to Black Hawk and Central City are critical to the continued development of the two
towns. That means continued job creation not to say increasing gaming tax revenues to
the state. This particular section curving through a relatively narrow canyon is a serious
safety problem with an inordinate number of accidents. Straightening and widening it
would bring about a substantial improvément in the traffic flow. However, there are
critical environmental and Superfund issues associated with that project resulting from
gold and silver mining's boom years of the 19th and early 20th centuries.

SDMD is proud to be a part of the unique partnership which was developed to bring
about a comprehensive plan to resolve a wide range of issues in connection with the
project. With the awkward name of the North Clear Creek Mitigation Advisory
Committee (NCCMAC) this group includes a wide range of environmental interests more
often associated with being at odds with each other on a project of this sort. However
working as a team, NCCMAC has developed a battle plan in which not only resolves the
profound EPA Superfund issues at a substantial saving of federal and state tax dollars,
but in reality has made their resolution possible. Upon completion the result will be a
safer road, a stream which is now dead brought back to life, and a rehabilitated valley
with trails and a bike path.







