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September 7, 2007

Mr. David Nicol

Division Administrator

Federal Highway Administration
12300 W. Dakota Ave., #180
Lakewood, CO 80228

Attn: Ms. Melinda Urban
Dear Mr. Nicol:

The Colorado Department of Transportation (CDOT) Region 1 is requesting Federal Highway
Administration (FHWA) approval on a Categorical Exclusion classification for a project
proposed for construction on SH 119 in Gilpin County. This request is prompted due to safety
concerns along this section of roadway.

Background Information: In 1991 limited stakes gaming was started in Black Hawk and
Central City. This caused increased growth in both communities and greatly increased traffic.
Most of the increased traffic was on SH 119 and over the last 15 years there have been several
projects constructed to reduce the congestion caused by this increase. SH 119 has been
widened from a 2-lane two-way highway to a 4-lane divided highway through most of Black
Hawk. This widening currently stops at mile post 6.25 where SH 119 transitions from a 2-lane
roadway to a 4-lane divided highway. At the same time SH 119 transitions from a 45 MPH
speed limit to a 30 MPH speed limit. Sight distance is limited due to 2 sharp curves and
mountainous terrain. Traffic congestion is also increased by a traffic signal that is 500 feet
from the transition area.

Due to these issues both the City of Black Hawk and the Silver Dollar Metro District are
requesting CDOT to complete this project (see attached letters).

Safety Issues: With the increased traffic volumes there has also been a large increase in traffic
accidents. When the latest traffic data (from 1/1/00 to 12/31/04) is reviewed it shows that 52%
of the accidents on SH 119 between mile post 5.0 and 6.2 are rear end accidents. This is
greatly higher then the 26% rear end accident rate for a 10 mile (mile post 0.0 to 10.0) section
of SH 119. Most of these rear end accidents are in the south bound direction. The existing
sight distance for north bound traffic measured from the center of the north bound lane is as
follows:

Curve #1 — 266

Curve #2 — 235

Curve #3 - 219

Curve #4 — 190

Curve #5 — 202






